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40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–06 Edition) § 418.50 

Subpart E—Nitric Acid 
Subcategory 

§ 418.50 Applicability; description of 
the nitric acid subcategory. 

The provisions of this subpart are ap-
plicable to discharges resulting from 
production of nitric acid in concentra-
tions up to 68 percent. Discharges from 
shipping losses are excluded. 

[41 FR 2387, Jan. 1, 1976] 

§ 418.51 Specialized definitions. 

For the purpose of this subpart: 
(a) Except as provided below, the gen-

eral definitions, abbreviations and 
methods of analysis set forth in 40 CFR 
part 401 shall apply to this subpart. 

(b) The term product shall mean ni-
tric acid on the basis of 100 percent 
HNO3. 

(c) The term shipping losses shall 
mean: Discharges resulting from load-
ing tank cars or tank trucks; dis-
charges resulting from cleaning tank 
cars or tank trucks; and discharges 
from air pollution control scrubbers de-
signed to control emissions from load-
ing or cleaning tank cars or tank 
trucks. 

(d) The term shipped liquid ammonia 
shall mean liquid ammonia commer-
cially shipped for which the Depart-
ment of Transportation requires 0.2 
percent minimum water content. 

(e) The term non-contact cooling water 
shall mean water which is used in a 
cooling system designed so as to main-
tain constant separation of the cooling 
medium from all contact with process 
chemicals but which may on the occa-
sion of corrosion, cooling system leak-
age or similar cooling system failures 
contain small amounts of process 
chemicals: Provided, That all reason-
able measures have been taken to pre-
vent, reduce, eliminate and control to 
the maximum extent feasible such con-
tamination: And provided further, That 
all reasonable measures have been 
taken that will mitigate the effects of 
such contamination once it has oc-
curred. 

[39 FR 12836, Apr. 8, 1974, as amended at 41 
FR 2387, Jan. 16, 1976] 

§ 418.52 Effluent limitations guidelines 
representing the degree of effluent 
reduction attainable by the applica-
tion of the best practicable control 
technology currently available. 

Except as provided in §§ 125.30 
through 125.32, any existing point 
source subject to this subpart shall 
achieve the following effluent limita-
tions representing the degree of efflu-
ent reduction attainable by the appli-
cation of the best practicable control 
technology currently available (BPT): 

(a) The following limitations estab-
lish the quantity or quality of pollut-
ants which may be discharged in proc-
ess waste water from nitric acid pro-
duction in which all the raw material 
ammonia is in the gaseous form: 

[Metric units, kg/kkg of product; English units, lb/1,000 lb of 
product] 

Effluent characteristic 

Effluent limitations 

Maximum 
for any 1 

day 

Average of daily 
values for 30 

consecutive days 
shall not ex-

ceed— 

Ammonia (as N) .................. 0.007 0.0007 
Nitrate (as N) ....................... 0.33 0.044 

(b) The following limitations estab-
lish the quantity or quality of pollut-
ants which may be discharged in proc-
ess waste water from nitric acid pro-
duction in which all the raw material 
ammonia is in the shipped liquid form: 

[Metric units, kg/kkg of product; English units, lb/1,000 lb of 
product] 

Effluent characteristic 

Effluent limitations 

Maximum 
for any 1 

day 

Average of daily 
values for 30 

consecutive days 
shall not ex-

ceed— 

Ammonia (as N) .................. 0.08 0.008 
Nitrate (as N) ....................... 0.33 0.044 

[39 FR 12836, Apr. 8, 1974, as amended at 41 
FR 2387, Jan. 16, 1976; 42 FR 16141, Mar. 25, 
1977; 60 FR 33956, June 29, 1995] 

§ 418.53 Effluent limitations guidelines 
representing the degree of effluent 
reduction attainable by the applica-
tion of the best available tech-
nology economically achievable. 

The following limitations establish 
the quantity or quality of pollutants or 
pollutant properties which may be dis-
charged by a point source subject to 
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the provisions of this subpart after ap-
plication of the best available tech-
nology economically achievable: 

(a) The following limitations estab-
lish the quantity or quality of pollut-
ants which may be discharged in proc-
ess waste water from nitric acid pro-
duction in which all the raw material 
ammonia is in the gaseous form: 

[Metric units, kg/kkg of product; English units, lb/1,000 lb of 
product] 

Effluent characteristic 

Effluent limitations 

Maximum 
for any 1 

day 

Average of daily 
values for 30 

consecutive days 
shall not ex-

ceed— 

Ammonia (as N) .................. 0.0045 0.00045 
Nitrate (as N) ....................... 0.17 0.023 

(b) The following limitations estab-
lish the quantity or quality of pollut-
ants which may be discharged in proc-
ess waste water from nitric acid pro-
duction in which all the raw material 
ammonia is in the shipped liquid form: 

[Metric units, kg/kkg of product; English units, lb/1,000 lb of 
product] 

Effluent characteristic 

Effluent limitations 

Maximum 
for any 1 

day 

Average of daily 
values for 30 

consecutive days 
shall not ex-

ceed— 

Ammonia (as N) .................. 0.08 0.008 
Nitrate (as N) ....................... 0.17 0.023 

[41 FR 2387, Jan. 16, 1976, as amended at 42 
FR 16141, Mar. 25, 1977] 

§ 418.54 [Reserved] 

§ 418.55 Standards of performance for 
new sources. 

The following standards of perform-
ance establish the quantity or quality 
of pollutants or pollutant properties 
which may be discharged by a new 
source subject to the provisions of this 
subpart: 

(a) The following limitations estab-
lish the quantity or quality of pollut-
ants which may be discharged in proc-
ess waste water from nitric acid pro-
duction in which all the raw material 
ammonia is in the gaseous form: 

[Metric units, kg/kkg of product; English units, lb/1,000 lb of 
product] 

Effluent characteristic 

Effluent limitations 

Maximum 
for any 1 

day 

Average of daily 
values for 30 

consecutive days 
shall not ex-

ceed— 

Ammonia (as N) .................. 0.0045 0.00045 
Nitrate (as N) ....................... 0.17 0.023 

(b) The following limitations estab-
lish the quantity or quality of pollut-
ants which may be discharged in proc-
ess waste water from nitric acid pro-
duction in which all the raw material 
ammonia is in the shipped liquid form: 

[Metric units, kg/kkg of product; English units, lb/1,000 lb of 
product] 

Effluent characteristic 

Effluent limitations 

Maximum 
for any 1 

day 

Average of daily 
values for 30 

consecutive days 
shall not ex-

ceed— 

Ammonia (as N) .................. 0.08 0.008 
Nitrate (as N) ....................... 0.17 0.023 

[41 FR 2387, Jan. 16, 1976, as amended at 42 
FR 16141, Mar. 25, 1977] 

§ 418.56 Pretreatment standards for 
new sources. 

The pretreatment standards under 
section 307(c) of the Act for a source 
within the nitric acid subcategory, 
which is a user of a publicly owned 
treatment works (and which would be a 
new source subject to section 306 of the 
Act, if it were to discharge pollutants 
to the navigable waters), shall be the 
standard set forth in part 128 of this 
chapter, except that, for the purpose of 
this section, § 128.133 of this chapter 
shall be amended to read as follows: In 
addition to the prohibitions set forth 
in § 128.131 of this chapter, the fol-
lowing pretreatment standard estab-
lishes the quantity or quality of pollut-
ants or pollutant properties controlled 
by this section which may be dis-
charged to publicly owned treatment 
works by a new source subject to the 
provisions of this subpart: 

(a) The following limitations estab-
lish the quantity or quality of pollut-
ants which may be discharged in proc-
ess waste water from nitric acid pro-
duction in which all the raw material 
ammonia is in the gaseous form: 
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